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ANOUK GRIFFIOEN 

Somewhere in the desert, there's a forest and an acre before us, but I don't 
know where to begin ς Sufjan Stevens ς Death with dignity 
 
Lƴ !ƴƻǳƪ DǊƛŦŦƛƻŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
memory, and persistence. Her monumental black-and-white drawings rise like living 
organisms from paper and canvas. Trunks stretch skyward, branches fracture and entwine, 
roots delve into invisible depths. Every mark is final, Griffioen draws without erasing, allowing 
ŜŀŎƘ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΣ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΩǎ 
passage and the endurance of life itself. On smaller canvases, the hand becomes intimate and 
tender, tracing fragile networks of lines that feel both delicate and eternal. 
 
Across formats, her drawings become installation: the viewer steps into a forest of marks, 
moving between monumental and miniature, immersive and meditative. Adjacent 
photographic works amplify this vision, revealing trees that grow in improbable places, 
sprouting from concrete, steel, or shadowed crags; evidence of life persisting where it should 
not, insisting on its own presence. In these works, Griffioen channels both resilience and 
wonder, translating the quiet persistence of nature into visual form. 
 
[ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǘƘ ŜŎƘƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lƴ bƛŎƻƭŜ YǊŀǳǎǎΩǎ Forest Dark, a man dreams 
of planting a forest in the desert, an impossible act of faith against barrenness, while a writer, 
ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ YŀŦƪŀΩǎ ƻǿƴΣ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 
ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ DǊƛŦŦƛƻŜƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄƛŎŀƭ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΥ they root where survival 
seems unlikely, asserting life in the face of resistance. There is something Kafkaesque in their 
silent insistence, a quiet monumentality that suggests both struggle and revelation. 
 
Her forests also carry a Lynchian undertone. One senses the shadowed woods of Twin Peaks, 
where mystery hums beneath the surface and the line between the familiar and the uncanny 
ƛǎ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘΦ ¸Ŝǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ DǊƛŦŦƛƻŜƴΩǎ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ 
Deep blacks do not obscure but illuminate; they allow life to emerge from shadow, reminding 
the viewer of the latent strength that persists even in melancholy or isolation. 
 
¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ DǊƛŦŦƛƻŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
a meditation on endurance, patience, and regeneration. In her hands, drawing becomes 
planting, installation becomes forest, and the forest itself becomes a metaphor for the cyclical 
and resilient power of existence. In the quiet of her black-and-white worlds, we are reminded: 
life endures, begins again, and flourishes, even in the most challenging conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Studio Anouk Griffioen  

 
 
 
 
 

  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Brooklyn 

       Charcoal on linen on aluminium frame 
       100 x 200 cm | 39,37 x 78,74 in. 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 



  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Central park 

       Charcoal on linen on aluminium frame 
       50 x 70 cm | 19,69 x 27,56 in. 

  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Eerbeek 

       Charcoal on cotton (unframed) 2 parts 
       200 x 250 cm| 78,74 x 98,43 in. 

  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Liz Christy Garden NYC  

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 

 



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Bryant park 

       Charcoal on linen (unframed) 
       50 x 60  cm| 19,69 x 23,62 in. 

  



  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    De grote ronde 17 

       Charcoal on linen on aluminium frame 
       100 x 40  cm| 39,37 x 15,75 in. 

 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Eerbeek 1 

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Eerbeek 2 

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Lagos 

       Charcoal on linen on aluminium frame 
       100 x 150 cm | 39,37 x 59,06 in. 

 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Galicie 

       Charcoal on linen (unframed) 
       80 x 160  cm| 31,50 x 62,99 in. 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Landscape 

Charcoal on linen on aluminium frame in 
4 parts 

       100 x 120  cm| 39,37 x 47,24 in. 
 

 
 
 
 

  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Ommen 

Charcoal on linen on aluminium frame in 
2 parts 

       80 x 275  cm | 31,50 x 106,30 in. 

  



  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    lido di venezia 

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 
   



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Lissabon    

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 
   



 
ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Celtis 

Charcoal on (unframed) 
       140 x 220  cm | 55,12 x 86,61 in. 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Jakobstova 

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 
   



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    lido di venezia 2 

       Hahnemulle rag bright white on bibond 
       Edition 3+1AP  

30 x 45  cm | 11,81 x 17,72 in.  
 
  



ANOUK GRIFFIOEN    Landscape 01 02  

Charcoal on paper 
       Total series:  

645 x 320  cm | 253,45 x 125,89 in. 

 
  


