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JAN TIMMERS 
άA ghost from my dreams leaning pale. Moved in you left a vapor trail. 
Nobody knows the man that I keep hidέ ς Joe Henry 
 
In MEMENTO, Jan Timmers presents a body of work that hovers at the threshold between 
ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǳōǘΦ Iƛǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōǊǳǎƘŜŘ 
against beforeτfamiliar textures, domestic contours, gestures that feel half-remembered. Yet 
something is always slightly askew. A too-vivid hue, an abrupt cropping, or a warped 
perspective jolts the image out of the everyday and into a space of quiet estrangement. The 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ What is this?, but Why does this feel so known? ¢ƛƳƳŜǊǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ 
memoryτhe activates it. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƴŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ bƻƭŀƴΩǎ Memento ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƛǘǳƭŀǊΦ [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ 
ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ǇǳȊȊƭŜΣ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ-world that 
ŦŜŜƭǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜΦ !ǎ bƻƭŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
reconstructed memory, Timmers placŜǎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ōƛƴŘΥ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǳǎΦ 
 
This interplay between perception and remembrance has long fascinated philosophers. 
Maurice Merleau-tƻƴǘȅ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ άŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣέ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
is for usτfiltered through the body, shaped by memory, and thick with personal meaning. For 
Merleau-tƻƴǘȅΣ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇǳǊŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƛƳƳŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅΦ Iƛǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎƪ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭƻokτthey 
urge us to notice how ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΦ 
 
aŀǊǘƛƴ IŜƛŘŜƎƎŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ Lƴ Being and Time, he distinguished 
between mere seeing and a deeper, existential mode of engagement with the worldτone 
rooted in care, context, and history. Timmers enacts this defamiliarization, what the Russian 
Formalists called ostranenieτthe art of making the familiar strange again so we might truly 
ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ƛǘΦ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǳōǘƭȅ ŜǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
everyday surreal; he reveals the uncanny that already haunts the ordinary. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƛƳƳŜǊǎ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Cristof Yvoré, Edvard Munch, and 
Susan RothenbergΦ ¸ǾƻǊŞΩǎ ƘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ǎǘƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ aǳƴŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǾŜǊōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
wƻǘƘŜƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅτeach artist speaks to the silent drama Timmers teases out 
from quiet rooms and overlooked gestures. Like them, he paints not just what is seen, but 
what presses against the seen. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳȅǎǘƛŎ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ¢ƛƳƳŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƛǎ ǳƴƳƛǎǘŀƪŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
lurks beneath the surfaceτa quiet disturbance, not external but internal, rising from the 
ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛƻƴΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳŜrgence. The 
misfiled, the forgotten, the barely-registeredτsuddenly lit with clarity. 
 
MEMENTO ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΦ Lǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
forgetting as a living processτǳƴǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎΣ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ ¢ƛƳƳŜǊǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
paint images. He paints what slips between them: the tension where perception meets 
memory, where beauty conceals a question, and where every glance risks uncovering 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ carried. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Timmers in his studio at the Dooyewaard foundation 2025 

 
  



JAN TIMMERS    Portret van een boom 

      Oil on canvas 
      140 x 80 cm | 55,12 x 31,5 in. 
 
       
 
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    Diep in de heg   

      Oil on canvas 
      25 x 20 cm | 9,84 x 7,87 in. 
 
       
 
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    De bloem keek terug 

      Oil on canvas 
      160 x 100 cm | 62,99 x 39,37 in. 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    aŀǊȅΩǎ dog 

      Oil on canvas 
      110 x 60 cm | 43,31 x 23,62 in. 
 
       
 
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    Untitled 3  

      Oil on canvas      
50 x 60 cm | 19,69 x 23,26 in. 

 
       
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    Waanboeket  

      Oil on canvas      
60 x 30 cm | 23,62 x 11,81 in. 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    Untitled 1 

      Oil on canvas      
100 x 80 cm | 39,37 x 31,5 in. 

 
       
 
 
 



  



JAN TIMMERS    Appelboom   

      Oil on canvas      
160 x 160 cm | 62,99 x 62,99 in. 

  



  


